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PARK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 IPAD INITIATIVE

In an effort to engage teaching and learning while increasing student achievement, Park County School District #1 will purchase the second generation iPad for students and teaching staff for grades K-12.  Using federal funds (and general funds, if needed), the district will purchase enough iPads to issue one to every student in the middle and high schools, as well as three 30-unit carts for classroom use at every elementary school (the carts are used to store, charge, and synchronize the iPads).  

The district spent months researching similar iPad initiatives; in addition, two employees from the technology department in Cody met with PCSD #1 employees and shared valuable information about Cody’s one-to-one laptop program.  After an initial training, several district employees and students have already had the chance to test these new devices.  

District administrators, special education staff, and small groups of students have been able to use the iPads since the fall of 2010, and all certified teachers are able to use them this summer.  In August, the teachers will be able to present their ideas as to how they will use the iPads in developing a formative assessment and/or how their students may take a formative assessment by using an iPad.  At a minimum, principals and PCSD #1 Superintendent Kevin Mitchell will use the iPads for staff evaluation.

“Staff and students will use the iPad to engage in teaching and learning,” Mitchell said. “Students will use the iPads to develop skills necessary for working in the 21st Century. Immediate access to information on the World Wide Web will be beneficial to staff and students.”

The iPads have already created a sense of excitement throughout the district; teachers have been meeting on their own time this summer to share iPad ideas, and students have expressed anticipation and eagerness to use the iPads next year.




“I’ve just been playing with (the iPad) and getting used to it,” English Teacher Tracy McArthur said.  “It’s going to be great to use the iBooks (application) for novels, so students will be able to bring their iPads and use them anywhere.”  

McArthur said that she is going to try to use the iPads to administer her weekly vocabulary quizzes, as well.  At the beginning of the class, she will email the students the test, and the students can take and submit the quiz in class.

Powell High School students have shared their excitement about the new iPads, as well.  “Using iPads will bring us more up to modern times,” PHS Sophomore Doug Rustad said, and fellow Sophomore Alvaro Acevedo agreed.  “Now we don’t have to take notes with the traditional pen and paper,” he said.

“It’s going to be cool because we’ll be able to use them at any given time,” PHS Sophomore John Nave said.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The district administrative team will continue to develop the iPad implementation plan, which will include issues such as individual, group, and classroom device use and management, professional development, and content management.

###


[image: ]The State of Wyoming provides Hathaway Merit and Need Scholarships to Wyoming students attending the University of Wyoming and Wyoming community colleges.  Every Wyoming student who meets the merit requirements can earn a Hathaway Merit Scholarship.  Contact your school counselor for more information.
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