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TWO PCSD #1 SCHOOLS RECEIVE AWARDS FOR 2010 SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Recognized at January 13, 2011 Meeting

Of the 63 schools that participated in the Summer Reading Program for 2010, two Park County School District #1 schools received awards for their excellent participation.  Parkside Elementary placed 2nd for the category of 200-299 students, and Southside Elementary received 2nd place for the category of 300-399 students. Parkside Elementary Principal Kenny Jones and Southside Elementary Principal Ginger Sleep were recognized for these accomplishments at the School Board meeting on Tuesday, January 13.
“Reading is the key to becoming a better learner and a more successful student,” Sleep said.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the summer, students and parents could track their reading time with the help of a reading log and bookmark.  Students turned these reading logs into their participating schools at the beginning of the school year, and the schools submit the totals to a state-wide competition.  According to the Wyoming Association of Elementary and Middle School Principals (WAEMSP) January 2010 annual report, award-winning schools “are the top three schools in five enrollment categories with the highest per capita reading time for their school” and receive plaques to hang in their schools.  
In addition, these principals have been known to include extra challenges and prizes as incentives to their students.  For example, Sleep has provided sumo-suit wrestling matches, human-size hamster ball races, a Jell-O-filled pool for students to swim in, and a “super slimy slip and slide” for all of the students who participated in the program.  Jones once offered to shave his head in front of the school if the Parkside students won 1st place for their category; when the students won the award, Jones upheld his promise and finished the year with a proud group of students and without any hair.  Parkside students who participate in the program are recognized at an assembly at the end of the year; in addition, the Parkside Parent Group purchases a book for each of the students as an additional motivator. 
Both schools have received several awards during the years of their participation in the Summer Reading Program.  Southside students have received 1st place for the last two years, and out of the ten years that Parkside students have participated, they have received one of the top three awards for seven years.
“I really like (the Summer Reading Program),” Jones said.  “It keeps kids reading, and they really enjoy it.  Even though they don’t have to, a lot of kids read….  Even if they just read 10 minutes a day, it might keep them from watching TV and playing video games all summer.”
###
[image: ]The State of Wyoming provides Hathaway Merit and Need Scholarships to Wyoming students attending the University of Wyoming and Wyoming community colleges.  Every Wyoming student who meets the merit requirements can earn a Hathaway Merit Scholarship.  Contact your school counselor for more information.
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