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POWELL HIGH SCHOOL AND POLICE DEPARTMENT COMBAT BURGLARY AND THEFT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Powell High School students and the Powell Police Department have joined forces to promote responsible safety measures across the community.  With the guidance of Powell Patrol Officers Matt Brilakis and Matt McCaslin, Mike Heny’s computer graphics class and Brendan O’Connor’s video broadcasting class were able to create original posters and public service announcements (PSAs) about preventing burglary and theft.  
“One of the goals of the Powell Police Department in 2011 is to reduce auto and residential burglaries,” Brilakis said.  “Nationwide, Powell is above the national average in property crimes for a city of our size.” 
After a brainstorming session with Brilakis and McCaslin, the students were left to plan, create, and edit their works. The topics the students focused on include theft in school, cars, and homes; the messages provided suggestions about preventing these types of theft and burglary by locking lockers, cars, and doors.  
“I thought it was fun,” PHS Sophomore Andrew Feller commented about creating a PSA about the importance of locking lockers.  His classmate and fellow PHS sophomore, Matt Riedhammer, agreed. “This is important information.  People can be really careless about their stuff.”
To date, Heny’s class developed eight posters, and the students in O’Connor’s class have finished two PSAs and are hoping to produce more once the weather warms up.  Heny said his class enjoyed the project and were able to take on the projects with “real-life application” and a “professional approach.”  His students said they did their best to create professional, more eye-catching designs.
“I liked that (the posters) weren’t just for school projects,” PHS Junior Brady Schaefer said.  “They’re for the community, as well.”
 “They did a really nice job coming up with some neat ideas,” Heny commented about his students’ projects.  O’Connor agreed: “I think (the students) really enjoy it.  Their projects go out to a larger audience, so they want to do a good job with them.”
The partnership between the high school and the police department began last year, when a student from O’Connor’s class produced four different PSAs about underage drinking.  The posters will be distributed around the Powell community within the next few weeks, and the PSAs should air sometime in late March.
###
[image: ]The State of Wyoming provides Hathaway Merit and Need Scholarships to Wyoming students attending the University of Wyoming and Wyoming community colleges.  Every Wyoming student who meets the merit requirements can earn a Hathaway Merit Scholarship.  Contact your school counselor for more information.
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