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POWELL HIGH SCHOOL RECOGNIZED BY ACT AS HIGH-PERFORMING SCHOOL

ACT recently released a report entitled “A First Look at the Common Core and College and Career Readiness,” which recognized Powell High School as a “higher performing schools.”  In this first-of-its-kind report, officials identified several high schools around Wyoming that “appear to be making significant impact relative to the college and career readiness of their students.”
“This recognition is a reflection of all the employees in our school district,” Park County School District #1 Superintendent Kevin Mitchell said. “The expectation for success of our students begins in kindergarten and is shared by all of our employees. Our students, parents and community are to be included in this recognition; the hard work of students, supporting parents and expectations from the community play a major role in the success of our children.”
According to the ACT website, officials used ACT college- and career-readiness data to evaluate student performance on the “Common Core State Standards.”  The report’s introduction indicates that the results’ sample comprised of “a quarter-million typical high school students,” which provided the data and discussion points for the ways that “states, districts, and schools can support the implementation of the Common Core State Standards...”  The report concludes with recommendations for instructional and curricular support, as well as considerations for instructional strategies and interventions, as well as state and federal policymakers.
The report recognizes the Benchmark scores on the ACT tests are 18 in English, 22 in Mathematics, 21 in Reading, 24 in Science, and a score of 7 or higher in the ACT Writing Test.  ACT and PHS will be working together and discussing perspectives on practices, policies and factors in place at PHS that set the foundation for its students’ high performance in college and career readiness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I am very happy for the staff and students of the Powell High School,” PHS Principal Bill Schwan said.  “With all of the negative press in the media, it is so nice to finally see some tangible rewards and evidence that the teachers and students at the Powell High School are doing things right, contrary to previous media coverage.  I wish we could focus on the 5 to 10 percent of schools who are truly failing and don’t put all schools into the same category of ‘failing.’  Let’s acknowledge those who are successful and doing what is right.  I am proud of what we do at PHS and we will continue to represent our community in a positive light.”

###

[image: ]The State of Wyoming provides Hathaway Merit and Need Scholarships to Wyoming students attending the University of Wyoming and Wyoming community colleges.  Every Wyoming student who meets the merit requirements can earn a Hathaway Merit Scholarship.  Contact your school counselor for more information.
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